
First-Year Fact Sheet
Profiling the four most recent classes upon matriculation as first-years
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October 20, 2020 

Mr. Donald M. Roberts 
10 Gracie Square  
Apartment 11GS 
New York, NY  10028-8031 

Dear Mr. Roberts: 

This past year has been one of great challenge and uncertainty, and it is clear that Yale’s mission to 
educate aspiring leaders who serve all sectors of society is more important than ever before. We need 
scientists, doctors, teachers, and policymakers who bring optimism and imagination to their quest for 
solutions; we need artists and humanists to bring us together and illuminate our shared experiences. 

The enduring support of the Donald K. Walker (B.A. 1926) Scholarship Fund ensures that Yale can admit 
the brightest students from around the globe, offering them a world-class education rich in experience 
and opportunity. Because of you, the next generation of Yale alumni will go on to create, inspire, and 
lead in every realm of human endeavor. 

I am pleased to share information on the exceptional students benefiting from the Walker Scholarship 
Fund.  

Sincerely yours, 

Cynthia A. Mariani 
Director, Stewardship/Recording Secretary 

CAM:jcv 
Enc. 

cc: Mr. Merrell M. Clark 



 

Elliott McElwain 
Hometown: Trussville, Alabama 

Residential college: Timothy Dwight 

Class: Junior 

Graduation: 2022    

Major: Political science 

Year on fund: Third 

Email: elliott.mcelwain@yale.edu  

Activities 
Varsity football team 

Donald K. Walker (B.A. 1926) Scholarship Fund 

What are your academic interests? 

I’m majoring in political science, and I chose it because I enjoy the 
variety of courses it includes. I decided this was what I wanted to 
pursue after taking a couple of classes during my first year. 

What has been your favorite activity? 

My favorite activity is being a member of the football team. I take 
extreme pride in knowing that everything I do reflects back on the 
team. It has helped me further realize that I am a part of something 
bigger than myself. 

Have you found a mentor here at Yale? 

No, but I have met many people who inspire me each and every day to 
be a better person. The friends I have made at Yale are some of the 
most incredible people I’ve ever met, and I’m extremely thankful for 
them. 

“Thank you so much for your generous contribution. 
Without it, I would not be able to pursue a world-class 
education. I am extremely grateful for this!” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Crystal Nieves Garcia 
Hometown: The Bronx 
 
Residential college: Grace Hopper 
 
First in family to attend college 
 
Class: Senior 
 
Graduation: 2021 
 
Major: Molecular, cellular, and 
developmental biology 
 
Year on fund: Fourth 
 
Email: 
crystal.nievesgarcia@yale.edu  

Activities 
Sabrosura 
 
Yale College Undergraduate 
Admissions, recruitment coordinator 

Donald K. Walker (B.A. 1926) Scholarship Fund 
 

What are your academic interests? 

I’ve been taking electives within my major now, so I’m more 
passionate about my classes than I’ve ever been. I have taken a class 
on reproductive biology and a lab course in molecular biology. The lab 
course has been my favorite thus far, as I enjoy hands-on lab 
experiences and wish to pursue a career in biomedical research. 

Tell us about the extracurricular activities you're most involved in. 

I am very involved with Sabrosura: Yale's Undergraduate Latin Dance 
Team. Being a part of this group has been one of my favorite parts of 
my Yale experience. It has become so much more than just a team–it 
feels like family and makes Yale feel like home. Not only are the people 
amazing, but the dancing is also tons of fun! Another highlight has 
been my job as a recruitment coordinator for the Yale Admissions 
Office. Helping students with their college admissions process by 
sharing my own experiences is extremely satisfying and reminds me of 
all the reasons why I chose Yale. 

 

“I enjoy hands-on lab experiences and wish to pursue a 
career in biomedical research.” 



 

 

 

 

  

 

Andy Tang 
Hometown: Albuquerque, New 
Mexico 
 
High school: Albuquerque Academy 
 
First-generation American 
 
First in family to attend college 
 
Residential college: Grace Hopper 
 
Class: First-year 
 
Graduation: 2024 
 
Major: Undeclared 
 
Year on fund: First 
 
Email: andy.tang@yale.edu 

Activities & Honors 
Special Olympics 
 
School literary magazine 
 
Hospital emergency center 
volunteer 
 

Donald K. Walker (B.A. 1926) Scholarship Fund 
 

What are your academic interests? 

I really enjoy learning languages, especially Japanese. I also like the 
life sciences and am particularly interested in genetics and 
biotechnology as well as bioethics.  

What is your proudest or most meaningful high school experience? 

The experience that most affected me in high school was taking care 
of my family while keeping up with my other activities. Being able to 
balance my work at home, my social life, and my academics was 
probably the most meaningful experience I had in high school. 

What most excites you about coming to Yale? 

Here at Yale, I feel like I can finally be more independent and do 
things that I would never have the chance to do otherwise. There are 
countless opportunities for me to explore and learn more about the 
world around me and myself as a person. 

 

“I give you my sincerest gratitude. As a first-generation, 
low-income student, the price of college was always a 
concern for me, but Yale’s generous financial aid has let me 
attend without worry. I hope to gain the knowledge and 
skills necessary to impact the lives of the people in my 
hometown of Albuquerque, and in my country of origin, 
Vietnam.”  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Christine Zhu 
Hometown: Watertown, 
Massachusetts 
 
First-generation American  
 
Residential college: Grace Hopper 
 
Class: Sophomore 
 
Graduation: 2023    
 
Major: Undeclared 
 
Year on fund: Second 
 
Email: christine.zhu@yale.edu  

Activities 
Leadership, Education and Athletics 
in Partnership (LEAP) volunteer 
 
Yale Day of Service 
 

Donald K. Walker (B.A. 1926) Scholarship Fund 
 

What are your academic interests? 

I have strong interests in economics and mathematics and would like 
to pursue one or both subjects as a major. 

What was your favorite class last year? 

My favorite class was Introductory Macroeconomics because the 
lectures were really fascinating. I learned so much about the economy 
and how money really works. 

What is your favorite extracurricular activity? 

My favorite was being part of Dwight Hall’s First-Years in Service 
program. I got to learn and work with different nonprofit organizations 
around New Haven. It was really rewarding to be able to do 
community service and learn more about the city. 

 

 

“I am extremely grateful to you. As a recipient of these 
scholarships, I am able to continue learning and discovering 
passions that will define my life and career choices. My 
ability to do this is directly tied to the donors who support 
Yale, and I greatly appreciate your generosity and 
kindness.” 
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